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The Missouri Rural Crisis Center is celebrating its 20-year anniversary as a progressive, statewide farm and rural organization with 5,500 member families.  MRCC’s mission is to preserve family farms, promote stewardship of the land and environmental integrity, and strive for economic and social justice by building unity and mutual understanding among diverse groups, both rural and urban.  
We’ve marched together, lobbied together, worked together and (sometimes) celebrated success together! We invite you to join us in celebrating 20 years of building power for progressive issues, and deepening our relationships for the struggles ahead.  For tickets or more information, visit http://www.morural.org, or call us at (314) 435-9179.


Local Food Highlights!

Pulled Pork, Summer Sausage, and Cheese – provided and prepared by the farmers of Patchwork Family Farms: You Can Taste the Difference!

Gourmet Sweet Potato (and butternut squash) dish provided by local farmers and prepared by Larry Forgione and The American Place restaurant.

Vegetable Curry Thai dish provided by local and mid-Missouri farmers and prepared by Timothy Grandinetti and the Renaissance Grand chef staff.

Dessert provided by Black Bear Bakery.

Beer provided by Schlafly Beer, and wine provided by Les Bourgeois Winery.

Local Song!

· Howard Marshall is a nationally-known contest and square dance fiddler who regularly places in the top two Missouri fiddlers and the top seven at national contests. He has been playing fiddle since his high school years and learned the traditions of top Missouri old-timers in their prime. 

· Carol Smith and Tamara Severns, a Kansas City folk tradition, use both roots and contemporary music to create songs as storytellers and recorders of history.  

· Carl Fichtenbaum (AFM, Local 1000) is a singer-songwriter whose music is steeped in the traditions of the progressive movements of our times.  A former member of the Labor Temple Trio, Carl believes that songs can make you laugh, cry and feel how powerful we become when we raises our voices together as one.

· Terry Hutchins is a member of AFGE Local 3354 who will sing his heart and soul out.  Terry was one of the original singers in the group, “JACK-MOVE”, has performed in the musical “Fascinatin’ Gershwin”, with the “Deele Band and Baby Face” & “Dazz Band”.

And Special Guest -

Anne Feeney is the granddaughter of an intrepid mineworkers' organizer, who also used music to carry the message of solidarity to working people.  Her anthem “Have You Been to Jail for Justice?” is been by performed activists everywhere, including Peter, Paul and Mary. Recipient of the 2005 Joe Hill Award from the Labor Heritage Foundation, Anne is "the best labor singer in North America" according to Utah Phillips.

Local Spoken Word!

· Hari Sky Campbell hails from an area of St. Louis once known as the Mill Creek, that makes him our Mill Creek Poet.  He was named Writer Laureate by the St. Louis Black Pages, 2003.  St. Louis native Chris Hayden is the author of poetry chapbook, "Kongo Groove" and the editor of "St. Louis Muse" an anthology of St. Louis poetry.  His novel, "A Vampyre Blues" was published last year.

· Martin Bergin is a St. Louis-based saddle maker who has been performing cowboy poetry for more than 30 years.  He has been recognized by the Missouri Arts Council as a master saddle maker as well as a cowboy poet. Martin performs at all the national festivals and is making time in his crowded schedule to support MRCC and Jobs with Justice.  This is a rare opportunity to see a national treasure and a “helluva” guy.

And International Special Guest (a farmer, not a poet) – 

Paul Nicholson represents the Basque farmers union EHNE in Spain and is an executive board member of Coordination Paysanne Europeanne, an umbrella of 17 farmers' organizations from 11 countries.  He is also the European representative to Via Campesina, an international movement of farmers, peasants, and agricultural workers from Asia, Africa, and Europe. He has been a farmer spokesperson at the WTO in Seattle and Cancun as well as many other international meetings including earlier this month in Seoul, Korea. 

We invite you to join us in celebrating 20 years of building power for progressive issues, and deepening our relationships for the struggles ahead.  

For tickets or more info:

http://www.morural.org
or Call (573) 449-1336
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Special Invitation to meet & greet Missouri farmer activists, & Jobs with Justice Annual Meeting Participants!!!
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